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WPC Mission Statement: “To reflect the unconditional love of Jesus Christ by providing help, hope, encouragement and joy to our community and the world.”
WPC Vision Statement: “Growing in faith, showing God’s grace”

N O V E M B E R /D E C E M B E R 2021 N E W S L E T T E R
A note from John…
Dear Members and Friends of WPC,
We are trying something new – a digital newsletter. Over the past year and a half,
we have all been through some challenges that we have never experienced before.
One of the challenges was and is how to stay connected with each other. Vickie Freeston, our Clerk of Session, and I published a Quarterly Update, I sent weekly emails
with announcements, and the Session provided some COVID-19 specific updates
along the way. The purpose of all these publications has been to connect and communicate with one another.
Several weeks ago, Sandee Hebsch and Susan Mitchell met with me and asked about having a church newsletter
which could be sent electronically and have information from various groups and ministries at WPC. I fully support this. While the frequency of this publication has not yet been determined, we are currently thinking every
other month or possibly quarterly. And, I hope that some of the information will be used to update our social
media platforms as well. In addition, I am well aware of the fact that some of our congregation would like to
have a paper copy – we will make a limited number of paper copies available at the church.
I hope you enjoy this newsletter.

Trustee news…
Looking back over the summer, much work was done at WPC.

Shoring up the floor under the sanctuary.

Newly painted hallways.

Youth room total redo!
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Mission news…
Mission of the Month is featured in the foyer with flyers to take home. It is also on our website with a
button on the homepage. Check it out!

Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts for children around the world. The shoeboxes are available in the
foyer. Please return filled boxes on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH so we will be able to pray over all of them.
Or you can fill your shoebox on line at SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG/OCC.

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING

Every year the Christmas Eve offering is given to needs identified by the missions committee, both globally and
domestically.
• GLOBAL – 50% TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN HAITI being served by Compassion International in
partnership with Baylor University. They are working together to help children and families in poverty.
• DOMESTIC – 50% TO THE FOOD PANTRY AT LAZARUS HOUSE in Lawrence, MA., where they serve 1,500 to
1,700 families per week.
• IN-KIND GIFT – GIFT CARDS to help AFGHAN EVACUEES/REFUGEES resettling in MA and NH.
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NEW ENGLAND (IINE) is a helping organization and suggests the best and
easiest form of support for them is GIFT CARD donations.
So, if you wish to help with this support, please bring gift cards from Walmart, Amazon, Target or Market Basket
on Christmas Eve. There will be a secure box for your deposit. Or you can donate online at
hhtps://iine.org/s81621/.

Windham African American Memorial

In the southeast corner of the Cemetery on the Hill lie the remains of at least 4 African Americans in unmarked
graves. They lived and worked in Windham in the mid to late 1700’s. Several of them were slaves owned by
Squire John Dinsmore who hired them out to other town’s people as laborers. The Squire kept meticulous
records in log books. According to the Squire’s records, his slaves worked on the construction of our current
town hall.
Historical documents indicate that at least
one of the men sat on our church’s “front
porch.” He did not go inside. According to
historian Leonard Morrison, “In 1785
Windham voted the use of pew 36 in the
church for negroes, if their masters would
pay the rates.” We don’t know if the
masters ever paid. Regardless, porch or
pew, WPC was the slaves’ church.
A group of Windham residents has been
meeting over the past several months,
calling themselves the African American
Memorial Committee, and including
representatives from the Cemetery
Trustees, Windham Endowment, Historic
District Commission, and WPC, to find a way to recognize the Windham African American community and
memorialize the forgotten. As a result, a monument will be erected at the Cemetery on the Hill grave site and
will be included on the NH Black Heritage Trail. The monument will be installed and dedicated in the spring.
Watch for more information on our history and dedication plans in future newsletters!
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Worship news…
Holiday Updates – Hanging of the Greens

The Worship committee has begun planning for the upcoming Christmas season and services. Adults and
families, please join us on Sunday, November 21st, immediately following the service for the annual Hanging of
the Greens! What a blessing it will be to fellowship together and prepare for the wonderful advent season.

Music Opportunities

The WPC Choir will soon be starting to prepare music for the upcoming Advent and Christmas season. This a
wonderful time to join us and surround yourself with festive singing and fellowship! No previous singing
experience is needed. Choir rehearsals are on Thursday nights from 7:30-9:00. Please speak to any choir
member with questions or contact Jen Daley at jendaley1@gmail.com.
Do you play guitar, bass, percussion, or sing? The WPC Praise Team is always looking for new musicians as well!
If you have a desire, please contact David Mora at davidmora71@hotmail.com

Live Streaming Opportunities
A new aspect of our worship is the introduction of true live streaming of our services. The intention is to provide
a shared experience with what is happening Sundays in the sanctuary.
Volunteers are of course needed to keep this ministry vital and ongoing. Please consider exploring this as a way
to serve. Experienced or not, please come have a look at the different ways you might be able to help. Help
could be used as an occasional Sunday fill-in on the sound board just assisting. On the presentation side help is
needed to scroll through the prepared slides – think scrolling and mouse clicking.
If interested, please let Jim Morton know. Training and indoctrination are eagerly provided. Come explore!
Jim’s email: shortmort73@gmail.com

NextGen news from Anna…
Sunday School is off to a great start!

Each week, a dozen or so children and at least three volunteers all start out with a warm up game! We get our
wiggles out with games as much as we can and enjoy being together. Then we move over to the rug and learn
about God’s word together! Sunday school is moving through the big story of what the Bible is all about. These
past four weeks children have learned about the life of King David and are now learning about King Solomon.
Up next is the Prophet Elijah!
Sunday School would not be possible without such a wonderful team of volunteers – if you have a child in Sunday
School (or even if not), give a big THANK YOU to Katie Everett, Kristen Sudati, Karen Kasper, Linda Delgreco,
Rochelle Perera, Sharon Mora, Jody Wilkins, and Alberto Chang. If you are interested in helping out with Sunday
School, please email me at anna.hadorn@windhamchurch.org.
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On September 12th, another exciting Amazing Race kicked off fall Youth Group activities! Three

teams zipped around Windham looking for photo ops and completing all kinds of wacky tasks in an epic photo
scavenger hunt. As a first-time Amazing Racer, I was so impressed by the hard work and energizing love of fun
that the Youth Committee brought to this event. It was a close competition, but one team emerged victorious.

Middle and High School Youth Groups are meeting every week! Middle School gets together on Wednesday nights, and High School meets Sunday nights, both from 6:30 – 8:00
pm. Debbie Leonard and I lead the High Schoolers, and Jen Daley, Glen
Watson, and I lead the Middle Schoolers. These leaders make it all possible and help make it fun, too!

At Middle School Youth Group we have had a lot of fun doing things like
trying to stack a tower of five apples, answering would-you-rather questions, and playing four square! Each week we all share a little about how
our week is going, and then we have gotten to discuss a different Psalm
together each week. This chance to talk through what the Psalms are
saying and to think about what they mean for us in our lives is something
I look forward to each week. We will continue to study Psalms through the fall.
~Blessings to you all~
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