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A Note From John 

Dear Members and Friends of WPC, 
 

 By the time you are reading this, we will be well 
into the season of Lent. I do hope that you have taken 
the opportunity to engage in spiritual disciplines of 
study, or fasting, or joining others to study the Scrip-
tures, or are using the devotions provided on our website for this season. 

 If you have not engaged in one of these disciplines, I would encourage you 
to join me on the remaining Wednesday evenings (3/8, 3/22, and 3/29) of Lent in 
the sanctuary from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for a time of study and prayer focusing on 
five specific phases of discipleship in the Gospel of Matthew. I have found these 
times to be spiritually enriching and challenging as we join together around God’s 
Word. 

 I would also like to encourage you to mark your calendars for Holy Week 
which begins with Palm Sunday on 4/2. On Thursday of that week, we will cele-
brate Maundy Thursday with the Lord’s Supper, remembering the Last Supper that 
Jesus shared with his followers. And then, on Sunday, 4/9, Easter Day, we will joy-
fully celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. I invite you to read 
through one of the Gospel records of the events that happened during Holy Week 
as we journey from Palm Sunday to Easter and imagine what life might have been 
like for Jesus, his opponents, his followers, and the others who came to Jerusalem 
for the celebration of Passover. (For your convenience, the passages are as fol-
lows: Matthew 21-28; Mark 11-16; Luke 19:28-24; and John 12:12-21) 

 There are a couple of other events in the life of our congregation that I 
would like to mention: 

• In mid-February I held a membership class for those who were interested in 
what membership at WPC entails. I was overjoyed at the response and eight of 
those who attended have chosen to become members at WPC – some who 
have been associated with WPC for a long time and others who are relatively 
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A Note From John (cont.) 

new. They are Brett Armstrong, David Buechler, Jonah Eckerman, Joseph Freeston, Grace and Andrew 
Leclaire, and Ben and Jen Rettig. Please do welcome them as members of WPC. 

• On Friday, March 17 (that’s right, St. Patrick’s Day) the Missions Committee will be sponsoring a Spa-
ghetti Dinner to help raise funds to defray the cost of the Mission Trip to Lowell this summer. It will be 
a wonderful time of fellowship as we share some great food together. 

• Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School. It will be the week of June 26 and is sure 
to be a great time! Please feel free to invite friends.  

 

 I look forward to worshiping with you and growing with you during this season of Lent. 

 

Peace, 

John 

WPC Historical Highlights 

 Did you know…. 
    On August 16th, 1942, the 200th anniversary of the town was recognized in the church.  It was filled 
to capacity, with many seated outside listening to the service with the aid of a loudspeaker.  The scriptures 
read by Rev E.B. Blanchard were the same scriptures he had read fifty years before at the town’s 150th an-
niversary.  Rev Albert P. Watson, son of Rev Albert Watson, a former Windham pastor, delivered the ser-
mon. It was a memorable occasion. 
    In 1945, major repairs were made to both the church and the manse.  The first committee was cho-
sen to investigate the cost of building a parish hall as a means of possible expansion. Various attempts 
through many committees continued over the next 20 years until the project was completed in 1965!! 
    In 1946, it was voted to convert the organ with an electric pump, thus eliminating the requirement 
for a “Pumper” who received $13.00 per year. 
    In 1950, Dr. Lacheman came to the church as “stated supply”.  Under his guidance and care the 
church progressed. Dr. Lacheman was a learned man who was literate in nine languages and fluent in sev-
en, including Sanscrit.  Prior to coming to Windham, he had been involved with the translation of the Dead 
Seas Scrolls.  He later taught Biblical studies at Wellesley School for Girls. 
    In 1953, at the Annual Meeting in January, an affirmative vote established the right of women el-
ders to serve the church. 
    In 1955, because of its worn condition, the pulpit settee, a gift to the meeting house in 1874, was 
replaced by a white and gold pulpit chair.  This was a gift from the Youth Fellowship Group.  Later, in 1964, 
the original settee, beautifully refurbished and upholstered as a gift to the church, was restored to its pre-
sent place behind the pulpit.   The chandelier, also a gift to the church in 1874, remains a unique focal point 
to the sanctuary, although through the years, some have suggested its removal. 
    In 1957, plans had been formulated to build a new manse on Lowell Road across from the church on 
land owned by Perley Nelson. At the annual meeting, January 25th, it was voted to negotiate the sale of the  
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existing manse.  The manse was sold for $6,000.  That spring, Joseph Boda, a Windham builder, awarded the 
bid of $12,500. to build a new manse, began construction immediately. 
    In 1958, Diogenes Allen came to Windham as a Yale student.  Upon his graduation, he was ordained 
and then went to England to return to Windham with his bride, Jane.  The Allens were the first couple to live 
in the newly completed manse.   Rev Allen spiritually uplifted the congregation while he was in Windham.  
Attendance in both church and Sunday School increased dramatically.  A junior choir and senior choir, now 
directed by dedicated choir directors,  brought a new dimension of Christian singing into the sanctuary.  An 
organization of Christian couples – The Presco Club, became very popular and socially active.  Through its 
fund raising activities, the club improved the church’s physical and financial condition.  One of those projects 
was the installation of the new oil furnace in the church. 
    Rev Allen resigned in 1961, and in 1962 Rev John Mahler assumed his new duties as pastor in Wind-
ham.  John and his wife, Priscilla, and their children came at a time when the church and the Sunday school 
were filled to capacity.  Sunday school classes overflowed into every corner of the church, into every room of 
the manse, upstairs and even into the cellar! It was a wonderful time of growth and happiness for all, but the 
long-planned parish hall to hold adult and youth activities had now become a dire necessity. 
    That year the church bought land from the American Legion Post #109, and Olin Cochran donated the 
land interconnecting the purchased land so that the parish hall might be built on the site. Supported by the 
Parish Hall Building Fund, construction was finally started! 
    In 1963, during the summer, under a Presbyterian Work program, fifteen young people from Little 
Falls Church, Arlington, VA came to work on and paint our church. 
    The Presco Club, during 1963-1968 produced four major professional quality stage productions at 
Center School.  These well produced and ably performed productions were highly entertaining, well attend-
ed, and financially successful for the church.  The proceeds directly contributed to paying off the parish hall 
construction costs.  A sum of money was borrowed from the Synod to finish construction on the parish hall 
and by 1965, 20 years after the first committee was established, the building was nearly enough completed 
so that it could be used for some activities!  
 
….more to come in the next newsletter, Sandee Hebsch 

WPC Historical Highlights  (cont.) 

Women’s Virtual Book Club news… 

WOMEN’S VIRTUAL BOOK DISCUSSION: 

We will be reading: A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23,  
by W. Phillip Kellher 
 
Interested?  Beginning March 6, 2023, consider sitting in a comfy 
chair – reading a good book and discussing the book with friends 
over zoom.  We share a love of reading, discussing, and sharing 
each other’s joys and challenges through prayer.   

Join our Women’s Book Discussion - we meet over zoom from 
7:00-8:00 P.M., the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month.   

 Contact MaryBeth Goodell for more information – 
mb.goodell@gmail.com 
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WOMEN’S VIRTUAL BOOK DISCUSSION: (cont.) 

The Women’s Virtual Book Discussion has been reading The Names of God written by Marilyn Hickey.  We’ve 
learned about so many different names that praise our Lord, what these names mean and how they are used 
in scripture.   We hope you enjoy reading the list of the different names of God in this newsletter.    

● When financial woes weigh us down, He is Jehovah Jireh: the Lord our Provider. (Genesis 22:14) 

● When chaos overwhelms our lives, He is Jehovah Shalom: the Lord our Peace. (Judges 6:24) 

● When our bodies fail, He is Jehovah Rapha: the Lord our Healer. (Exodus 15:26) 

● When we need encouragement and hope in our battles, He is Jehovah Nissi: the Lord our Banner. (Exodus 
17:15) 

We have comfort knowing we are never alone and we have a Lord and Savior who is our everything. 

Mission News: Sewing for Lazarus House in Lawrence, MA 

by Bonnie Mahan 
 

 Thirteen years ago, after having served Monday morning breakfasts at Lazarus House in Lawrence, 
MA for four years already with a team from WPC, I felt called to do more. I prayed about it, a lot!  Then to 
my surprise, four breakfast guests I was chatting with seemed very interested in my hobby of sewing. I then 
asked if I could use a spot at the facilities there to teach four guests some sewing. I asked WPC for donations 
of used machines for the group and some of you provided them. Thus, my first class of four special needs 
students began.  
 The students come with a variety of special needs and from a variety of backgrounds.  One is severely 
autistic yet has learned to take one direction at a time and create satisfying things he never dreamed possi-
ble and his personality has blossomed!  Another, as a child, was abused by her mother, had two strokes at 
age 11, and was left with only the left side of her body functioning properly. When I met her she was living a 
very dark lifestyle, yet now she uses her strengths with God’s help instead of her weaknesses without Him, 
through a purer lifestyle. She sews dresses and pocketbooks from scratch and loves working with her earned 
machine at home and surprising us with her accomplishments!  Another has mental and learning disabilities 
yet consistently finds herself surprised by her accomplishments and depends on the support from the group 
for her well-being! Another was born with polio, is wheelchair bound, had developed severe diabetes, and 
has lost all toes and fingers, but learned to thread the machine and the needle and loves to make aprons 
from scratch for gifts and income. They all continue to do alterations, repairs, and new creations for them-
selves, for customers for a fair wage, and for donations to give back to Lazarus. Thirteen years later, they are 
still best friends within the class and out in the community, have developed social and academic skills, as 
well as faith in God. They have discovered their purpose, inspiring me consistently. Lazarus thrift shop began 
receiving used sewing machines and supplies which continue to help sustain the class for us. I now have 6 
classes weekly of new and return students totaling 45-50 students every semester.  Most speak English as a 
second language, if at all. They learn many levels of sewing techniques from beginner to tailoring suits. Most-
ly, they learn that they are valued and can do things they never thought possible. We all thank God regularly 
for our blessings, and feel His love at Lazarus House. With no funded budget yet for this program through 
Lazarus, somehow God always provides the new students at their graduation with a sewing machine, tools, 
supplies, and patterns to continue learning at home.   
 I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this ministry.  People have donated their 
teaching talents, given us supplies and supported us financially. Because of you, we are able to offer this 
ministry, which clearly God is in control of!  We could never do these things alone but with His help and in-
spiration, miracles happen all the time!  God is so good! Thank you for caring. What you do for others, you 
do for Jesus. If you want to get involved, please contact me at 603-490-6370.  You’d be surprised how God 
can equip you to do things you never dreamed possible. Personally, I know I have been.  (photos p.5) 
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Mission News: Sewing for Lazarus House in Lawrence, MA 

Left:  Photo collage show-

ing examples of the work 

completed by sewing stu-

dents at Lazarus House. 

Right: The work area at Lazarus 

House. 



 

Spiritual Formation News… 
 As your new elder for Spiritual Formation, I would first like to thank Anna Hadorn for her leadership, 

ministering to our children, middle-schoolers, and high school students.  She is a blessing to our church 

community.  I am currently in the process of putting a committee together to oversee this important area of 

ministry here at WPC.  We will be working to make sure that there are several different Bible studies and 

small groups available for everyone to join.   

 Currently, we have three women’s Bible studies going on and two small groups for both men and 

women.  I want to make sure people are aware of what opportunities are available for adult Christian Edu-

cation at this time.  Here is a brief outline: 

 There is a 10:00 A.M. Tuesday morning women’s study of the book “Understand the Bible, the Bibli-

cal Metanarrative Approach” by David Teague where we are going through the Bible book by book discover-

ing God’s plan or master story.  Marjorie Burdette is leading this study.  It meets in person at WPC. 

 Another 10:00 A.M. Tuesday morning women’s group will begin a study of the minor prophets on 

March 14.  The book they will be using is called "Twelve voices for truth: confronting a fallen world with 

hope" by Jack W. Hayford. This study will require a small commitment to prepare before each lesson, but 

people are welcome to come as they are able; each week is self-contained.   Mern Ebinger will be leading 

this study and it also meets in person at WPC. 

 A Women’s Virtual Book Discussion begins March 6; they will be reading: “A Shepherd Looks at 

Psalm 23” (W. Phillip Keller).  Consider sitting in a comfy chair – reading a good book and discussing the 

book with friends over Zoom.  The group shares a love of reading, discussing and sharing each other’s joys  
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“and if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded.”   

Matthew 10:42(NLT) 

This year for Lent, WPC has chosen to partner with 

LIBERIA MISSION OUTREACH INTERNATIONAL AND OUR FRIEND, HENRY PEABODY         

He is working to transform families in and around Owensgrove, Liberia physically and spiritually in Jesus’ 

name with clean, safe water, by helping to build wells for the residents.                                                                   

We can help him accomplish this by prayer, fasting and charity during this Lenten season.  If you are interest-

ed, you can give online through our website or you can just write in the memo line of your check:  Water for 

Liberia. 

Thank you so much, the Missions Committee 

Mission News: Fasting for Clean Water 

Connections News 

Save the Date:   Tuesday April 18 @ 7:00 P.M. 

Spring Craft Night with Kristen Sudati where we will be making something with a summer theme.  More infor-
mation to follow in upcoming bulletins. 
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Mission Trip July 2023 

 Over the last 30 years WPC has sent out many mission teams, from nearby central Maine to West Vir-
ginia, the Gulf coast, Ecuador, Puerto Rico, and Rwanda. We will continue the tradition this summer with a 
trip July 9 to 14 to Lowell, MA. Lowell is home to Place of Promise, an organization we currently have a rela-
tionship with. We will have the opportunity to form service relationships that may continue throughout the 
year. 
 Like Maine and Ecuador, the team will include all ages, from rising 8th grade up. We will stay at the 
UMASS Conference Center. At Place of Promise we may help with house repairs , present an outdoor church 
service, help with the Kids of Promise program that serves neighborhood children, and provide a dinner for 
the residents.. We also have opportunities at the Elliot Presbyterian Church, where we want to provide a 
supper for the homeless and needy. 
 This trip represents an opportunity to open yourself up to God working. God will work in you - you 
will grow in your faith as you put it into practice. I believe we will grow in understanding of those different 
from us, and in empathy toward people whose lives look different than ours. God will work in us as a com-
munity as we fellowship together and deepen our relationships.  
 The application form is on the website, with a link from the church bulletin. For more information, 
see Anna Hadorn or Marjorie Burdette 
 To financially support the mission trip, a Spaghetti Supper will be held at the church on Friday, March 
17 from 5-6:30 P.M. 

and challenges through prayer.  They meet over zoom from 7:00-8:00 P.M., the 1st and 3rd Monday of the 

month.  Mary Beth Goodell leads this study. 

 There are two virtual Wednesday night small groups for both men and women, starting at 7:00 P.M.  

You will be provided with group discussion questions each week centering on upcoming sermon themes and 

topics.  The Bryants (Mary & Jim) and the Hebschs (Sandee & Barry) lead these. 

 Pastor John will be leading a study at the church each Wednesday evening of Lent (during March) 

from 7:00 to 8:00 P.M. focusing on discipleship in the Gospel of Matthew.  

 Please consider joining us for one or more of these studies as you grow in your relationship with Je-

sus.  You do not have to be a member of WPC.  Consider bringing a friend also.  New people are always wel-

come.  I would like to see us offer additional studies in the coming months such as a men’s Bible study, 

young adult (20’s & 30’s) group, and a Sunday morning Bible study.  I would also like to offer men’s and 

women’s retreats at some point.   

 If you are interested in being a part of this committee, have any ideas, or would be willing to lead a 

group, please reach out to any of us in person on Sunday mornings, or during the week either by phone or 

email.  Our contact information can be found in the Breeze Database.  I want to thank the following people 

who have graciously agreed to become part of this new committee thus far – Sue White, Mern Ebinger, and 

Mike Hutchings.  I also want to thank all of the people mentioned in this article for their time and energy 

leading these studies and small groups. 
 

Submitted by Dorayne Passler 

Spiritual Formation News…    (cont.) 
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NextGen News…   

 This year in Sunday School, we have been 
making our way through the life of Jesus, learning 
about his miracles and teaching! Each week, children 
enjoy a warm-up game, then split into older and 
younger groups for our teaching time, then come 
together to end the class with a craft or activity that 
connects with what they have learned. None of this 
would be possible without our dedicated team of 
volunteers! And speaking of volunteers, please reach 
out to Anna if you might be interested in being a part 
of the Children’s Ministry Team!  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 

 Looking ahead, Vacation Bible School is just around the corner! Monday, June 26th – Thursday, June 
29th, we will be together at WPC from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm enjoying games, singing, crafts, snacks, experienc-
ing Bible stories, and learning about our missionaries, all centered around the theme, “Twists & Turns”! 
Twists & Turns is a fantastical celebration of games of all kinds. From classic tabletop games to video games 
and more, kids will play their way through VBS while learning that Jesus guides them through all the twists 
and turns of their lives. They’ll find that even when they mess up it’s never “game over.” VBS registration is 
underway, and we are looking forward to a wonderful week together!  
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 At Middle School Youth Group we are discussing the book of James together each week. We have ap-
preciated the way James tells it like it is! Of course, before we get to James, we first spend some time eating 
candy, laughing a lot while playing a games, and catching up with our “highs and lows”! In addition, we have 
Game Nights coming up on March 17th and April 14th! They will take place at WPC and go from 6:30 – 9:00 
pm. Anyone who is in grades 6 – 8 is invited to to come play! 

 High School Youth Group continues to gather for lunch once a month and has some fun-filled Game 
Nights ahead as well! Our next lunch is happening Sunday, March 12th. Game Nights are happening April  
March 31st and April 21st!. 
 On Friday, February 17th, Our Middle and High School Youth Groups had a special Game Night in part-
nership with the Youth Group from CenterPoint Church in Salem. It was a ton of fun and a wonderful time of 
fellowship as well! We look forward to more partnership opportunities in the future.  
 The first weekend of February, some of leaders and our middle and high school students got to go to 
Deep Freeze at Camp Berea! We had an excellent weekend filled with tubing, paintball, a giant swing, rock 
climbing, dodgeball, volleyball, nine square, telestrations, and even a polar plunge! Julia Aylaian was the one 
brave soul from our group who participated in the Deep Freeze Dive, plunging into Newfound Lake despite 
the frigid weather. The theme of the weekend was “Shatter”, and we were each challenged to identify and 
shatter the idols in our lives. Since returning from camp, many of us have sought to bring the “spiritual high” 
of camp home with us through daily Bible reading together on the Youversion Bible app! I personally have 
loved getting to ponder God’s word together and have benefitted from the accountability this group provides. 
  
(photos on next page) 
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NextGen News… (cont.)    

YOUTH MINISTRY:  MIDDLE SCHOOL 

YOUTH MINISTRY:  HIGH SCHOOL 
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Meals for Family Promise Update 

 Several "Charitable Chefs" have prepared meals in their own kitchens for our bi-monthly donation to 

Family Promise in Nashua since we began this Outreach in June 2022.  Last month Alberto and Michael pro-

vided the makings for a Meatball Extravaganza! at Church, during which dozens of onions and garlic cloves 

were chopped and sauteed, huge pots of Marinara simmered with fresh herbs, and over 250 delectable 

jumbo meatballs were formed from 30 lbs. of meat, 20 eggs...you get the idea. It was an afternoon of great 

fellowship, and the 65 or so residents of Family Promise enjoyed a great meal.   

 Our next donation in mid/late March will be announced in the Sunday bulletin, and new cooks are 

always appreciated. 

(see photos on next page) 

A Correction: 

 It was brought to my attention that the wording I used in my Annual Report regarding the dissolving 
of the Youth Committee came across as portraying the Youth Committee in a negative light. This was not my 
intention! I regret rushing through the report and being careless with my word choice and phrasing. I want 
to take this opportunity to apologize and acknowledge that I have caused confusion and hurt. 

 I also want to take this opportunity to do something I should have done in my report – and that is to 
thank those who served on the Youth Committee during its many years of service to WPC. Elizabeth Bow-
man, Debbie Leonard, Kristi St. Laurent, Jill McNamee, and Marianne Watson each put a great deal of time, 
energy, resources, and care into WPC’s Youth Ministry. They also were a huge help to me personally as I got 
started at WPC. I am so grateful to them and want to set the record straight about that! 
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Church Administration & Leadership 

Church Office:  1 Church Road, Windham, NH 03087 

Office Phone:  603-432-2150 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John Seiders   jhseiders@windhamchurch.org 

NextGen Director:  Anna Hadorn   anna.hadorn@windhamchurch.org 

Executive Assistant:  Louise Kish   lkish@windhamchurch.org 

Treasurer:  Rosa Chau     treasurer@windhamchurch.org 

Music Director:  Jennifer Daley    

Nursery Coordinator:  Denise LaRoche 

Director of Praise Team and Accompanist:  David Mora 


