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A Note From John 

Dear Members and Friends of WPC, 
 
 We are now in what I call the “run up” to the holi-
days – Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the 
corner. However, let’s not miss the opportunities that we have to celebrate along 
the way. 
 On November 20 we have the opportunity to celebrate what is called 
“Christ the King” Sunday. It is the Sunday on which we focus on the fact that Jesus 
Christ reigns as Lord and King of all of creation, including our lives, our families, our 
experiences, and our vocations. When we take the time to consider all of who Je-
sus Christ is and what he has done, it leads us to gratitude. And having gratitude in 
our hearts is a wonderful way to enter into the celebration of Thanksgiving. 
 On November 27, the Sunday after Thanksgiving, we will begin the season 
of Advent. Advent is the season of preparing not simply for the celebration of 
Christ’s birth – which in and of itself is significant – but also for the second coming 
of Jesus. It is a time for us to reflect on the state of our being as individuals and as 
a church and considering if we are ready for Christ’s coming again.  
 There are some dates to remember.  
 

• On November 20, we invite all who worship with us to stay and help us to 
decorate the building for the Advent and Christmas season. The Worship 
Committee will lead us in decorating and the Connections Committee will 
have soup and desserts for those who stay. It will be a wonderful time for 
fellowship for all ages.  

• On the four Sundays of Advent, I will be leading a class entitled “Advent in 
Plain Sight” immediately after the worship services. 

• On Sunday afternoon, December 18, there will be a Children’s Play, which is 
always a joy to attend.  (cont. on p.2) 
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A Note From John (cont.) 

• On Saturday, December 24, we will be having two Candlelight Christmas Eve services. At 5:00 p.m. 
there will be a Service for Children and Families with carols and the Christmas Story. At 8:00 p.m. 
there will be a Service with The Lord’s Supper including carols, readings, a message and prayers.  

• On Sunday, December 25, (yes, this year Christmas falls on a Sunday) our elders have chosen not to 
have a morning worship service to give our leaders a bit of a break and allow them to be with their 
families on Christmas morning. However, Anna and I will be recording a brief Christmas Service with 
music, a message, and prayer which will be on our website.  

 
 I look forward to being with you, worshipping with you, and walking with you through this special 
time of year. 
 
 
Peace, 
 

John 

WPC Historical Highlights 

 Did you know… 
       Mr. M.B. Crist, who came to the church in 1932, did not remain long and in June 1933, Mr. Ernest 
Israel was hired. This year electricity was installed in the manse, a well was drilled and general repairs were 
made to the manse. In the winter months, services were held there to save the expense of heating the 
church. 
      On January 6, 1935 the 100th Anniversary of the church was celebrated with vespers at the church 
at five o’clock in the afternoon.  Pastor Israel was assisted in the service by the Reverend Robert Panzer of 
North Salem and by Norman Davis of Pelham.  An hour of fellowship was followed by a buffet served at the 
town hall.  The evening service started at seven o’clock, and included a special speaker, Mrs. Nesmith of 
Windham, who spoke about the church history.  About seventy-five young people from Lawrence, MA Pres-
byterian Church presented a program of special music.  Also, that morning a special Sunday service was 
held with the sermon delivered by Pastor Ernest Israel. 
      In March, 1936, Dr. Polley came to the church as permanent pastor, and on October 4th increased 
attendance caused the selectmen to place a police officer in front of the church during Sunday services! 
      In 1937, the first Missionary Society in the church, started by Mrs. Polley, was called the “Windham 
Women’s Missionary Society”. Previously, all missionary monies had been faithfully covered by the Sunday 
School with the last Sunday of each month designated as Mission Sunday. 
      Dr. Polley died during his pastorate in 1938.  He was well beloved by his people.  The session re-
quested to make every effort to find a minister as the church was now on a full program. During that year, 
the church obtained the services of Mr. Glen Aldrich who, although was not an ordained minister, ably 
filled the parish needs. He stayed until 1940.      
 For a few months of that year, the church shared a pulpit-supply minister with Londonderry  (cont. 
on p.3) 
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Children’s Christmas Play Sunday December 18—4:30 PM 

 The Christmas play this year will be on Sunday, December 18 – 4:30pm.  Some nativity characters 

that you have not seen before will be making an appearance! 

Presbyterian Church and then later in the year, Reverend Lester Evans came as the pastor.  During his pastor-
ate there was an increased community interest in the church.  Attendance almost doubled!  The pastor and 
young people of the church formed a society known as “Christian Fellowship of Young People”.  They became 
very active with their meetings and the Sunday School continuing throughout the summer months.  The first 
junior choir was started and the Women’s Club of the town contributed the robes for these children. 
       For many years, including the lean ones, the church continued its financial and spiritual outreach to 
needy members of the parish, giving clothing, medical and hospital assistance. 
…more to come in the next newsletter,  Sandee Hebsch 

WPC Historical Highlights  (cont.) 

Women’s Virtual Book Club news… 

WOMEN’S VIRTUAL BOOK DISCUSSION: 

Love to read?  Love to pray for those you know?  Come join 
our small group book discussion.   We read and discuss 
books, then, we carry each other’s cares and burdens by 
prayer to God.   

We meet the 1st and 3rd Monday virtually from 7:00-8:30.   

We are reading The Names of God by Marilyn Hickey. 

Join us as we explore the nineteen different names of God 
used in His word, His infinite supply of love and compassion 
for us! 

Interested?  Contact MaryBeth Goodell at 
mb.goodell@gmail.com or 603-661-3406.   

mailto:mb.goodell@gmail.com
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Thank you to all who picked up a shoebox to fill with toys and goodies for children in need around the 

world.  Just a reminder to please return it with the label attached to the church sanctuary on Sunday, No-

vember 13th where we will be able to pray over them all before they are sent on their way. Every shoebox is 

delivered in Jesus’ Name to give a child in need a glimpse of God’s love. 

Mission News… 

NEW MISSION MAPS 

If you go to the Fellowship Hall after our Sunday service, you will be able to check out the new mission maps 

on the wall. It’s a great way to learn about all our mission partners and where in our world they are located, 

while you sip your coffee and fellowship with each other. 

CHARITABLE CHEFS HELPING FAMILY PROMISE 

 Following the service on Sunday, December 4, we will deliver our bi-monthly dinner to Family Prom-

ise in Nashua.  We need 6-7 volunteers to cook a 9x13 pan of the same chicken recipe and bring it to the 

church by 11am.  Staff at Family Promise will label and freeze these for a future group meal for their 65 resi-

dents.  Please email Melissa at melbristol23@gmail.com, if you are able to make a casserole, and she will 

send you this month’s easy recipe.                                                                                     

 Many thanks! 
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Mission News…  (cont.) 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

Every year the Christmas Eve offering is given to needs identified by the missions committee. 
 

 

50% will be given to Hope Force International.  HFI is a Christian 

response to disaster events that surround us at home and abroad, 

reaching out to those who experience suffering and loss.  They are 

committed to: preparing for disasters through training and equip-

ping, immediate response and relief, recovery and development, 

and reaching areas of chronic, pre-existing need. 
 

 

50% will be given to Christian Mission to Gaza.  CMG’s goals are to apply the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ to the spiritual, physical, and social needs of the people of Gaza as well 

as, the West Bank, Jordan, and the Middle East, while sharing God’s love through 

community development, discipleship, educational opportunities, and building rela-

tionships. 
 

 

 

 

The in-kind gifts will go to Place of Promise in Lowell, MA. Starting as a 

single home in Dorchester, MA in 1994, Place of Promise moved to 

Lowell in 2000 and continued to expand to meet the growing need for a 

faith-based recovery program.  Today they operate 4 long-term adult 

residential homes, training and internships, and programs for children 

through high school. 

 

Their wish list: shampoo, conditioner, body wash, large combs, brushes, razors, AA & AAA batteries, cleaning 

supplies, laundry detergent, Life Recovery Bibles. 
 

These items can be brought to church on Christmas Eve – or deliver to the office the week before from Tues-

day through Thursday, 9-2PM. 
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Connections News…   

Below are some exciting upcoming events providing opportunities for our WPC community to get together.  
Friends are always welcome! 
 
Tuesday, November 15 – Crafts and Chocolate with Kristen 
Sudati – Join us at 7PM to paint a decorative sign (“cookies and 
cocoa”) for your home or for a fun teacher gift.  All are wel-
come to attend even if you don’t want to make the sign. The 
cost for materials is $10., which can be paid at the door.  All 
things chocolate – (drinks, candy) will be provided while we 
fellowship and have fun decorating, and if you wish, bring a 
chocolate dessert to share. No painting prowess needed! To 
sign up, check out the Sign-up Genius on our website or Face-
book or on our bulletin board in the foyer.   
 
Sunday, November 20 – Hanging of the Greens and Luncheon – Join the Worship committee after the ser-
vice to help decorate the church for Advent.  When all is done, we will meet in the Fellowship Hall for a 
luncheon of taco stew, soups, mac & cheese and bread and cookies.       (GF food will be available). Please 
bring a dessert to share if you wish.  
 
Friday, December 2 – Looking for a way to kick off your Holiday season? Methuen Memorial Music Hall (on 
Rt. 28 in Methuen) is hosting their Christmas Open House from 7:00-9:00 PM.  Admission is FREE!  They will 
have seasonal music, Christmas Carol sing-a-longs, raffles, and light refreshments. Any donations go to their 
Organ Restoration Fund. 
 
Saturday, December 3 – Town Tree Lighting in the Common – The church Fellowship Hall will be open for 
those who wish to come in, relax and get warm. 

Address the Stress:  Parenting Speaker Series… 

 This is a free hour-long series designed to “Address the Stress” and equip parents on how to guide 
children and their families through these anxious times.  While WPC hosts the series, the speakers are pro-
fessionals in the field of counseling and psychology who have practical experience in working with children 
and young people.  Each month a new speaker presents on a topic that educates parents on how to help 
young people develop skills for resilience when faced with the pressures that overwhelm even adults.                         
September and October attendees enthusiastically expressed their appreciation for the insights shared by 
the speakers. 
 Meetings will be held at WPC in the Fellowship Hall, with time being allotted at each meeting for a 
question-and-answer period. 
 

Sunday, November 13 – 4PM (no Patriot’s game that Sunday!): Charlie Appelstein will present “Helping 
your Kids Be All They Can Be!”.  He is a counselor and author of No Such Thing as a Bad Kid.  This night his 
focus will be on how to build on strengths in each individual, even in very challenging behavioral situations.  
(cont. on p.6)                                                                                                                                           
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 This fall in Sunday School we are making 
our way through stories from Jesus’ life, as chil-
dren explore the Bible together each week! Jesus’ 
birth, childhood, baptism, and temptation have all 
been pondered in class so far.  We worked 
together to create an entry for the town scarecrow 
contest again this year! This year we continued 
with our "Concrete and Cranes" theme from our 
Vacation Bible School in July. The children are pos-
ing with a construction worker who helped build a 
Minecraft scarecrow from the popular video 
game! 

 This fall we have been talking together about the book 
“How (Not) To Read the Bible” by Dan Kimball. It’s led to many 
great conversations around things like cherry-picking Bible verses, 
finding context for Bible verses, whether Christians need to 
choose between what science says and what the Bible says, and 
more!  
 We also have a new addition to the Middle School Youth 
Leader team! Travis Wilkins has been joining us on Wednesday 
evenings and we are so glad to have him!  
 We have had one Game Night so far this year, and had a 
great time playing sardines all around the church! Our next Game 
Night is Friday, November 18th! And as always, anyone who is in 
middle school is welcome, so go ahead and invite friends along to 
join in on the fun! 
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NextGen News... 

CHILDREN’S NEWS: 

Address the Stress:  Parenting Speaker Series…  (cont.) 

Monday, January 16 -7PM: Amber Iller, LICSW, will speak about recognizing anxiety in children and offer 
practical measures to respond. 
 

 The planning team of Elizabeth Bowman, Kristen Sudati, Anna Hadorn, Sue White and Mike Hutch-
ings welcomes your thoughts and recommendations for topics and speakers. Please share the dates and in-
formation with friends, as supportive information at the right time can bring hope and even transformation! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
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More NextGen News… (cont.) 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 
 
 We’ve gotten together for two high school lunches 
at Loxsmith Bagel Co. so far this year and have enjoyed 
catching up and playing The Amish Game!  
 We also had a Trivia Night on November 4th! We 
had a great time competing and testing both our high 
schoolers’and our leaders’ knowledge of a wide variety of 
subjects, from music to movies to sports. Team “Three 
Musk-Amigos” were victorious in the end, after a very 
close game!  
 Looking ahead, we would love to see you at the 
Hanging of the Greens on November 20th, at our Christmas 
Party on December 2nd, and for our last HS Lunch of 2022 
on Sunday, December 11th! And mark your calendars be-
cause we are going to Camp Berea February 3rd – 5th! 
Check your mail this week for more info on the cost and 
how to sign up.  
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Church Administration & Leadership 

Church Office:  1 Church Road, Windham, NH 03087 

Office Phone:  603-432-2150 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. John Seiders   jhseiders@windhamchurch.org 

NextGen Director:  Anna Hadorn   anna.hadorn@windhamchurch.org 

Executive Assistant:  Louise Kish   lkish@windhamchurch.org 

Treasurer:  Rosa Chau     treasurer@windhamchurch.org 

Music Director:  Jennifer Daley    

Nursery Coordinator:  Denise LaRoche 

Director of Praise Team and Accompanist:  David Mora 

Trustees:  Church Work Day Saturday November 19  

 The trustees are looking for some help with a morning of work outside the church on Saturday No-

vember 19 from 8:00 AM—Noon.  Bring rakes, leaf blowers, tarps, and any other helpful tool. 


