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WPC Mission Statement: “To reflect the unconditional love of Jesus Christ by
providing help, hope, encouragement and joy to our community and the world.”
WPC Vision Statement: “Growing in faith, showing God’s grace”
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A Note From John
Dear Members and Friends of WPC,
One of my favorite Sundays is around the
corner – Pentecost. Pentecost is one of the three
major holidays that we celebrate – Christmas, the
birth of Jesus; Easter, the resurrection of Jesus;
and Pentecost, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus ascended into
heaven, he told his followers to “wait for the gift my Father promised, which
you have heard me speak about” (Acts 1:4). In addition, Jesus said, “But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth” (Acts 1:8).
Because of the faithfulness of the first followers of Jesus, we have
heard the Gospel! Have you ever thought about that? It was the Holy Spirit
working through them. We can read about how the Gospel spread in the
Book of Acts and the letters of the New Testament. But, it didn’t stop there.
God’s Spirit has been at work throughout the history of the Church and in
our congregation as well. And, we too, are called to be witnesses to what we
have seen, heard, experienced, and know to be true about the reality of forgiveness and new life.
We always have the opportunity to be witnesses to the reality of forgiveness and new life – in the way we speak, act, and interact with the people we know (like our families and friends) and with the people we do not
know. We are witnesses as individuals and as a community. The questions
that we each need to consider include the following: What kind of witness
am I? What kind of witness would I like to be? And, Lord, (cont. on p.2)
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A Note From John (cont.)
would you do your work in me and through me so that people would see you?
We have three specific opportunities to be witnesses as a community this summer. First, on
June 5 our Connections Committee has a trip planned to Bedrock Gardens for anyone who would
like to attend. It will be a great opportunity to enjoy fellowship with each other and see some gardens. Second, on June 18, we are planning a day to serve others at Family Promise of Southern New
Hampshire which will include gardening, mulching, assembling some playground equipment and
providing frozen meals for residents (check out Connections news) – something for all ages and varied skills. And, third, in July we will be re-launching Vacation Bible School to help children in a relaxed setting to learn about Jesus.

Where will you choose to serve? How is God calling you and empowering you to be a witness
this summer? I look forward to seeing what God will do.
With much anticipation,

John
Library News
The Library Crew is in the process of cleaning up the library, discarding outdated books, including those with references to 1970’s current events and those with yellowed pages. We think it
will make browsing more pleasant – easier to find a book you may actually want to read.
Want to be a better parent? Strengthen your marriage? Deal with grief? Be entertained? All
with a Godly perspective. Come visit.
Marjorie and Nancy
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WPC Historical Highlights
Did you know…
Reverend Calvin Cutler, being the first pastor of our present church, continued his ministry until his
death on February 19, 1844. He was 53 years old.
In 1845 Reverend Loren Thayer became the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Windham. He wrote
a brief account of the church history, in part saying, “Every minister of the town, so far as is known, has
owned a small farm and used the income of it, besides his salary. These ministers have been accustomed to
die among their people and to be buried with them. The average number of the congregation is something
more than 250; the last census gives 818 as the number of inhabitants in town; the last Bible Society survey
reports 185 families.”

In 1866 on account of ill health, Reverend Thayer expressed his desire to the church that pastoral relations be dissolved. He lived in town until his death in 1869, aged 54 years and after a pastorate of 20 years.
In 1846 a bell was installed in the church tower belfry, this acquisition paid for by subscription.
In 1868 the parsonage was built at the cost of $3,076.09. Reverend Joseph Lanman was the first pastor to live in this parsonage and remained there until he resigned in 1872.
Reverend Charles Packard was installed pastor during the renovation of the church in 1874. Renovations to alter and repair the church began in September of 1874 and pushed rapidly to a successful conclusion, at the outlay of $2,600. It was rededicated December 29, 1874. After the dedication, receipted bills
were delivered for the chandelier, gallery, pulpit, entry lamps, settees and chairs for the gallery, communion
table, umbrella stands, and $28.50 in money, together with a list of donors. The list of subscribers (all 51)
were natives or former residents who were then all from out of town as far away as Illinois!
January 14, 1885 – 50th Anniversary of the current
WPC, was a bright winter morning that remained clear and
cold throughout the day until the close of the celebration,
which over 300 people attended! The occasion was one of
the most important events occurring in the town for many
years.
From 1885 on, quite a few legacies, gifts and funds
were appropriated for the support and preaching of the gospel.
In 1892 three steps of hammered granite were
placed in front of the church at a cost of about $40. These
steps were quarried and made by F.E. Kelly of Pelham, NH
from quarries located on Gage Hill in that town.
…more to come in the next newsletter,
Sandee Hebsch

Sketch of WPC from the sesquicentennial celebra-

tion of the church’s founding in 1985
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Mission News…
The Unveiling
“This morning I stand here and bear witness to the fact that all people are created in the image and likeness
of God.” --- Pastor John Seiders
Saturday, May 14 was a hot, sunny day when four enslaved African Americans were honored in a ceremony at Golden Brook School. They were Windham residents in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, and their
remains lie in an unmarked grave on the Cemetery on the Hill under the entrance road. Windham Presbyterian Church (WPC) was co-located with the Cemetery at that time, the only church in town, and was the
church of these previously unrecognized individuals. These four helped to build our town, as other African
Americans also contributed to their towns throughout NH. Many fought alongside white citizens in the Revolutionary War. A plaque honoring these four residents was unveiled at the close of the ceremony. It will be
affixed to a granite monument and placed in the Cemetery along with a historic marker indicating that the
site is now designated as part of the Black Heritage Trail of NH. A Committee of town residents with assistance from the Black Heritage Trail of NH have worked together over the past year to make this monument a
reality. The Committee included representatives from the Windham Endowment, Windham Cemetery Trustees, Windham Historic Commission, WPC, and Windham Citizens for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.
Windham historian Brad Dinsmore spoke at the ceremony saying, “The impetus of this ongoing effort
is simple; it was based on common decency...I have come to feel strongly that the contributions and the
names of African Americans who were part of our history and who are buried alongside my ancestors should
also be remembered. By so doing, we will preserve their history as part of the town of Windham and the
wider black Community of early New England.”
Pastor John also spoke describing the legacy of past WPC ministers and deacons who preached
against slavery and who were active in the abolitionist movement and the Underground Railroad. “This
morning I stand here and bear witness to the fact that all people are created in the image and likeness of
God. As such, we honor them. None of us have the right to treat others as if they do not matter. … The unveiling today is a step in the right direction. We have many more steps that we need to take together.”
Brad Dinsmore closed emphasizing all that blacks and whites have in common. “I hope that as more
of the lost history of the African American community in New England is rediscovered, that both blacks and
whites will understand the importance of our common history and culture. We as a nation are passing
through perilous times, and the only way we are going to preserve this Republic for our children is by ending
the purposeful division and by uniting as one people.”
May it be so.
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Above left: At the ceremony, John spoke of the connections these enslaved people had to WPC
Above right: Shelley Walcott of the Windham African
American Committee and local historian Brad Dinsmore
unveil the plaque
Right: Plaque is to be affixed to a granite monument
and placed in the cemetery along with an historic marker indicating the site is now designated as part of the
Black Heritage Trail of NH.

For more information go to www.blackheritagetrailnh.org
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Connections news…
Below are some exciting upcoming events providing opportunities for our WPC community to get
together. Friends are always welcome!
Saturday, June 18 – “WPC Charitable Chefs” can connect with Family Promise in Nashua by providing lasagna and cookies or brownies to feed their families (approximately 60 people). Those that wish to participate in cooking can deliver it to church on Saturday, June 18 at 2pm fresh or frozen (made at an earlier
date) and they will all be delivered to Family Promise that day and put in their freezer for a later date.
Please email Melissa Bristol @ melbristol23@gmail.com by June 11th if you would like to participate.
This meal will be in conjunction with the “WPC Family Promise Work Day” where WPC members
and friends will be working on their courtyard.
Sunday, July 24 – Fisher Cats Game – Join us at Northeast Delta Dental Stadium in Manchester to watch
the Fisher Cats play the Portland Sea Dogs at 1:35pm. Please contact Dot Pinet @ dorojoey@aol.com if
you and your friends would like to participate. The tickets will be $10.00 if we have a minimum of 20 people. Checks made out to WPC with Fisher Cats in the memo can be given to Dot or dropped off at church.
Please let Dot know by June 26th so we can get the great admission price and sit together.
Sunday, September 11 – Ice Cream Truck - available after the service to welcome back our Sunday School
friends and everyone from summer vacations.

A Note From the Clerk of Session
Did you know? …
What is Session?
The pastor and elders are members of session. Elders are elected each year by members of the congregation. Elders serve three-year terms, or less, and can be reelected. WPC’s elders each serve in a particular role or committee. The current roles/committees are: Clerk of Session, Connections, Finance & Stewardship, Missions, Nominating, Personnel, Spiritual Formation, and Worship.
The session of WPC meets regularly, usually on the first Monday evening of the month, for most
months of the year. We also meet on other occasions as needed. Our meetings open and close with prayer –
this is a practice of session meetings throughout our denomination (and others as well). Meetings also include a devotional time, approving minutes of past meetings, and reports from various committees. Session
discusses and votes on items that need to be voted on; such as the docket (agenda for the evening), special
worship services, receiving new members, and finances.
If there is an item you think session should discuss, you may contact the Pastor or/and the Clerk of
Session.
Blessings,
Vickie Freeston, WPC Clerk of Session

clerk@windhamchurch.org
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Church Directory/Contact Information
Our church directory is located on the WPC website. The directory is a great way to get to learn
names, and let people know you are praying for them.
We would love for you to upload your photo to the directory, if that is something you would be ok
with.
You can access the directory by going to the church website, windhamchurch.org, then click on
"Resources," then "Members and Friends," and “WPC Breeze Database.” (You can also access it by going to
windhamchurch.breezechms.com.)
Some general information:
• The information provided in this directory is for the sole purpose of WPC, its members, its friends and its
mission. This list may not be used for any business purposes.
• The directory requires a username and password.
• If you have not accessed our directory this way before, you will need to create an account. If the office
has your email address, you can create an account by going to: https://windhamchurch.breezechms.com/
login/create
• When you log in you will be able to see your own information as well as basic contact information for
those who have opted into the Online Directory.
• If you have not opted into the Directory, you may still create an account.
• If you share an email address, you can each have separate login accounts.
• If you forget your username and/or password, click on the “forgot password” link on the login screen.
• If your information and/or permissions for the directory need to be updated, please use the links to the
Forms in the “WPC Information” section. This section is visible when clicking “My Profile.”
Navigating the Directory:
• To view your own information: Click on “My Profile,” either in the upper left or at the large image.
• To change your picture: Click on the image at the top of your information. You can upload a personal photo. To add a family picture, click on the gray header “Family.”
• To view a list of people in the Directory: Click on “People” in the upper left.
• Clicking on a name will give you more information.
• To search for someone: Click on the magnifying glass circle “search” area in the upper right and start typing a name.
• To get back to your home screen: Click on “Dashboard" in the upper left.
• The gear circle in the upper right (to the right of the “search” area) is where you can click to change your
password or log out.
If we do not have your email address and you would like to be in the directory and/or receive our
weekly email updates, please contact our Administrative Assistant, Louise Kish.
If your contact information has changed, the best way to let us know is through using the forms when
logged into the directory. They are in the “WPC Information” section. This section is visible when clicking “My
Profile.” You can also contact Louise.
If you have any questions or would like assistance, you may contact WPC’s Administrative Assistant,
Louise Kish, at Lkish@windhamchurch.org or (603) 432-2150.
Blessings,
Vickie Freeston, WPC Clerk of Session
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NextGen News

High School
In High School Youth Group news, Youth Sunday is coming up on June 12th! This special church service will honor our graduating seniors with a slide show and more. And we’ll recognize our rising freshmen
and middle schoolers, too! Right after the service, at 11:00 am, we will have our last high school lunch of
the school year. Come enjoy an extra delicious lunch complete with ice cream sundaes!
Then, this summer there are lots of great get-togethers that we would love to see you at!
•

Monday, June 13th: Free smoothies during finals week @ Balanced – come stop by after school. We
would love to treat you to a smoothie and give you a chance to unwind a little during this stressful time.

• Saturday, June 18th: Family Promise service day @ Family Promise, Nashua – we are happy to sign paperwork for school community service hours. We will be doing yard work and assembling play structures for
kids!
• Sunday June 26th: All YG beach trip, we’ll leave from church at 11:00 am, stop for dinner on our way
home, and be back in the early evening. Please bring $5 to help cover gas and parking, and money for dinner at McDonalds!
•

Friday, July 8th: Game Night @ Church! Including great snacks.

• Saturday July 23th: All YG Day Hike, we’ll leave from church at 8:00 am and get back around dinner
time! Location tbd. Please bring plenty of water, your lunch, and an extra layer to wear if it’s chilly at the
top! We’ll hike something beginner-friendly and beautiful!
• Friday August 5th: Rock Climbing, afternoon @ Metrorock in Littleton, MA. 1:30 pm until 4:30 pm. The
cost is $25 including renting shoes and a harness.
•

Sunday August 14th: lawn games and a fire with s’mores! More details to come

•

Sunday August 21st - all YG beach trip again! We’ll leave at 11:00, and again ask you to please chip in $5

Middle School
Our last regular Middle School Youth Group is happening Wednesday, June 15th from 6:30 – 8:00 as
usual. We’ll wrap up the year with one more Game Night together. Everyone who is currently in 5 th grade
and entering 6th grade in the fall is invited to come check it out – we are excited to welcome you!
Looking ahead, there are so many fun things I am looking forward to Middle School Youth Group
getting to do together this summer!
• Friday, June 17th: - Last day of school free ice cream @ Johnson’s farm – come stop by an enjoy an ice
cream cone – our treat!
• Saturday, June 18th: Family Promise service day @ Family Promise, Nashua – we will get to do yard work
and assemble play structures for kids! We can sign any paperwork for school service hour requirements.
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NextGen News (cont.)

Middle School (cont.)
• Sunday June 26th: All YG beach trip! We will leave from church at 11:00 am, stop for dinner on our way
home, and be back in the early evening. Please bring $5 to help cover gas and parking, and money for dinner at McDonalds!
•

Wednesday July 6th: Pool party! More details to come

• Saturday July 23rd: all YG Day Hike we’ll leave from church at 8:00 am and get back around dinner time!
Location tbd. Please bring plenty of water, your lunch, and an extra layer to wear if it’s chilly at the top!
We’ll hike something beginner-friendly and beautiful!
• Wednesday, August 3rd: town beach picnic lunch. Come by the town beach for swimming, pizza, and a
sand castle contest (with prizes)!
• Wednesday August 17th: rock climbing afternoon @ Metrorock in Littleton, MA. 1:30 pm until 4:30 pm.
The cost is $25 including renting shoes and a harness.
•

Sunday August 21st: all YG beach trip again!

If you have any questions about any of these events, please ask Anna. And remember, friends are always
welcome – these events will all be welcoming and fun for everyone!

Children’s Ministry
Our wonderful Sunday School teachers have been walking our elementary schoolers through the big
story of the Old Testament all year, and at the end of this school year, will have completed the whole thing!
We look forward to beginning the New Testament in the fall.
Sunday School would not be possible without such a great team of volunteers – I want to express my
gratitude for Katie Everett, Kristen Sudati, Karen Kasper, Linda DelGado, Rochelle Perera, Sharon Mora, Jody
Wilkins, and Alberto Chang. If you are interested in helping out with Sunday School, please email Anna
Hadorn!

This summer, we are so looking forward to VBS – it is just around the corner! I hope you will be a part
of it July 11th-14th, from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm each day. Right now, we are looking for donations of construction-themed “decorations” such as ladders, boards, tarps, traffic cones, paint brushes, drop cloths, and
the like! If you are willing to contribute any of these items, please email Anna!

PAGE 10

JUNE-AUGUST

NextGen News (cont.)

Nursery/Sunday School

Are you interested in volunteering in the nursery?
We are looking for people who are willing to care
for our littlest kids on occasion. Please send Anna
an email if you would like to help!
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Unique Church Signs

Church Administration & Leadership
Church Office: 1 Church Road, Windham, NH 03087
Office Phone: 603-432-2150
Pastor: Rev. Dr. John Seiders

jhseiders@windhamchurch.org

NextGen Director: Anna Hadorn

anna.hadorn@windhamchurch.org

Executive Assistant: Louise Kish

lkish@windhamchurch.org

Treasurer: Rosa Chau

treasurer@windhamchurch.org

Music Director: Jennifer Daley
Nursery Coordinator: Denise LaRoche
Director of Praise Team and Accompanist: David Mora

Blessings to you all!

