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	Title: 
	A Catechistic Conversation

	
	Leader:
	Valerie LaVoice
	vlavoice@comcast.net
	(603) 883-2392

	
	Co-Leader:
	Damian LaVoice
	itftkd@hotmail.com
	(603) 883-2392

	
	Start Date:
	12 September
	End Date:
	31 October

	
	Format:
	The course will consist of PowerPoint presentations and handouts, all of which are available on the WPC web site.

	
	Description:
	As a foundation for discussion in this course we will  cover essential tenets of the Christian faith as presented in the Heidelberg Catechism. The topics each week group the questions in the Catechism in a logical, thematic way that will allow the course to be completed in 8 weeks.


 Week 1: The Condition of Man
PowerPoint
Handout
1. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
2. How many things are necessary for you to know, that in this comfort you may live and die happily?
3. From where do you know your misery?
4. What does the Law of God require of us?
5. Can you keep all this perfectly?
6. Did God create man thus, wicked and perverse?
7. From where, then, does this depraved nature of man come?
8. But are we so depraved that we are completely incapable of any good and prone to all evil?
9. Does not God, then, do injustice to man by requiring of him in His Law that which he cannot perform?
10. Will God allow such disobedience and apostasy to go unpunished?
11. But is not God also merciful?
Week 2: Redemption and Faith 
PowerPoint
Handout
12. Since, then, by the righteous judgment of God we deserve temporal and eternal punishment, how may we escape this punishment and be again received into favor?
13. Can we ourselves make this satisfaction?
14. Can any mere creature make satisfaction for us?
15. What kind of mediator and redeemer, then, must we seek?
16. Why must He be a true and righteous man?
17. Why must He also be true God?
18. But who now is that Mediator, who in one person is true God and also a true and righteous man?
19. From where do you know this?
20. Are all men, then, saved by Christ as they have perished in Adam?
21. What is true faith?
Week 3: The Apostles’ Creed – An Overview 
PowerPoint
Handout
The discussion this week will concern questions 22 – 58, all having to do with the Apostles’ Creed.  (For those interested in an in-depth treatment of the Apostles’ Creed, the Adult Discipleship Program does have a full-length course on this topic.)
Week 4: Grace and Good Works 
PowerPoint
Handout
59. What does it help you now, that you believe all this?
60. How are you righteous before God?
61. Why do you say that you are righteous by faith only?
62. But why cannot our good works be the whole or part of our righteousness before God?
63. Do our good works merit nothing, even though it is God’s will to reward them in this life and in that which is to come?
64. But does not this doctrine make men careless and profane?
65. Since, then, we are made partakers of Christ and all His benefits by faith only, where does this faith come from?
Week 5: The Sacraments 
PowerPoint
Handout
The discussion this week covers questions 66 – 85, concerning the sacraments recognized by the Reformed Church (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper), and the proper use of these sacraments by the believing church.
Week 6: Gratitude
86. Since, then, we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit of ours, why must we do good works?
87. Can they, then, not be  saved who do not turn to God from their unthankful, impenitent life?
88. In how many things does true repentance or conversion consist?
89. What is the dying of the old man?
90. What is the making alive of the new man?
91. What are good works?
Week 7: The Law of God 
PowerPoint
Handout
The discussion this week covers questions 92 – 115, concerning the Ten Commandments. Specifically, we look at what the commandments require and, more importantly, the importance of grace in the life of the Christian in light of these requirements.
Week 8: Our Petitions in the Lord’s Prayer 
PowerPoint
Handout
116. Why is prayer necessary for Christians?
117. What belongs to such prayer which is acceptable to God and which He will hear?
118. What has God commanded us to ask of Him?
119. What is the Lord’s Prayer?
120. Why did Christ command us to address God thus: “Our Father?”
121. Why is it added: “Who art in heaven?”
122. What is the first petition?  (“Hallowed be Thy name”)
123. What is the second petition?  (“Thy kingdom come”)
124. What is the third petition?  (“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”)
125. What is the fourth petition?  (“Give us this day our daily bread”)
126. What is the fifth petition?  (“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”)
127. What is the sixth petition?  (“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”)
128. How do you close this prayer?
129. What is the meaning of the word “Amen?”
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